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Group singing lessons are now occuring on Monday and Wednesday nights

at the Australian institue of Indian Music. A véry enjoyable time is

had by all as we discover more about the Indian system of music..

Enquiries welcome John Smiley Ph: 449-2644 or David Withers Ph:745-2393

Rajashree Smiley is available as a teacher of various handcrafts including
Painting, Ewbossing, Etching and Flower making. She {s also very skilled
in making saree blouses and other cloths. Please contact John or
Rajashree at Turramurra ashram on Ph: 449-2644,

There will be an evéﬁng of Bhajans at Killara Ashram on Saturday 9th fﬁ-
May 7.30pm. Everyoﬁé welcome. 5

CROVDON ASHRAM

Croydon Ashram would like to welcome their two newest members:
Ramesh Manocha and David Withers. We have begun programmes on
Wednesday Night and would Tike to extend our warm welcome to all.

The ladies of Croydon Ashram are interested in holding a daytime
programme in an outside venue, 1ike a community hall. If you have

any ideas or suggestions, please phone on (02) 745 2393

JAI SHRI MATAJT!ILItLLY
Public Programme is now on every Tuesday 7.30 p.m. at Kensington Ashram,
17 Boronia Street. Phone (0D2) 662 4670,
ALL WELCOME.

Luis-Laxshman would like to compose a list of all the Sahaja Yogis and
Yoginis who have received a name by Shri Mataji. Please contact Laxshman
at Kensington Ashram {02) 662 4670,

————————

The following items are for sale via Dr Amjad in Melbourne.
Mary 0'Neill is taking orders. (02) 799-2257.

1. Jabakasum Taich (good for hair loss) $5.00
2. Moove {good for back agnya) $4.00
3. Rose petal jam gulcan ?Indian jam

which is good for Viver) $5.00

If anyone is driving to Melbourne during the nmext few weeks please
contact Mary 0'Neil. .

BLAND STREET ASHRAM

Bland Street Ashram will hold programmes every Monday Right.starting at
7.30pm, 149 Bland Street, Haberfield, Look forward to seeing you there.
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& 5 Sue Raggatt: Ariane Kaub:
NI Wm. (021746 9144 Hm.©02) 7986779

-Hm, (02) 560 6321
Dear all. :

It has been an eventful time for us all, the country here is
fabulous the children are so much happier here. When we arrived
they were all a bit grubby but they are all well and happy.

We have been for walks up the mountains to the glacier line. 1t
takes a bit of adjusting to India style but I think it is slowly
happening, anyway the news is that the school is going to be
here now. I have seen Shri Mataji in Delhi and thils is what

She wants. This place here is very beautiful and isolated but
needs a lot of work to bring it up to scratch. Mother wants to
build new classrooms and Phillip and I have to do the plans etc
for the Yogis to take to Mother. We have alsc been taking classes
ladies are.taking sewing, craft classes etc. Phillip art, Allan
gardening.and myself woodwork and carving. We have a busy
schedule, the day here starts at 5.00, dancing for older
children and finishes at 8.00 with Dinner. It is a very full
day. Saturday and Sunday we go mountain hiking.

S0 in this design of the school includes kitchen and toilet etc
and it would be good to incorporate in the new septic tank

into a bio chamber to make gas to heat the water for shower,
cooking, heating etec. -

This place has so much potential to become not only a scheol
but a beautiful place to live and incorporate many permaculture
jdeas. This is a big project and will need a lot of our help.

T was wondering if anyone could possibly find some information
on building a Biogas Digestor for converting sewerage into usable
gas, also storage facilities and any relevant information,

If it is possible could you send such information over as soon as

po%sible we will be here a few days before the 12th June.
i (73 ”
et o) & -
Sa)\V
== t

Much Love to you all Jai Shri Mataji
Paul and family

If anyone can help Paul the address to send information is:

SAHAJA YOGA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
TALNQO

DARABMSALA CANTT

H.P.

INDIA

The Czechoslovakian Yogis send greetings to all the Australian collective.
From Radim. )
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Prince launches spirit of

RINCE CHARLES
has launched his own
Institute ol Architce-

= tare (o fight modern
man’s seccess “in crealing an age
without spirit™,

The prince said the venlare was
lo restose “spiril™ to ils rightful
positien in the overall balance
needed in the education of the
architect,

Spirit was “that overwhelming
expericnee or awarcncss of a ong-
ness with the natural world . .. il
sieals upon you and floods your
whole being despite your best logs
ical intentions.”

Prince Charles is renowned for

his oulspoken atlacks on “soul-;

Yess” architecisre and other social
problems. He says he knows the
risk of being deemed *at bost
cccenlric, al worsk as a dolly
crank”™,

He had 10 siruggle against the

iemptation w0 conform and 1o

devetop his own philosophy of
architecture and life, he said.. .
The prince challenged the
"uncompromising statkness of
purely {unctional buildings™ and
outlincd how his views cvolved.
During his childhood s post-
war Brilain, he said, he had been
disturbed by teends “which
seemed lo be directed, Tike a well-
orchestrated artiltery barrage, au
destroying the Lraditional found-

values had been based for thou-
sands ol ycais™. :

He remembered the centres of
old towns being ripped apan in
the inscrests of progress, derclict
bumb siles in London being rede-
veloped in a way alien o the
urban fabric of the cily and
hedgerows being uprooted.

“This feverish revelution™, he
said, was a rcsult of being por-
suaded 1o sce lhe cosmos as a
“gigantic machine which could be
cxamined, experimenied with and
manipulated hy man for his own
extlusive use™.

He had “not been seduced by
this conveniently logical but
usterly  soulless  philosaphical
approach” bul admisied that the

ations on which so many human

'Australian Campaign for Tibet.

"' The Chinese Embassy warned last month that any mecting between
Australian representatives and the Dalal Lama “will surely bring
damage to the relations betweea our two countries”.

Mr Keating, sonouncing that the meeting would take place, said it was
“in tecognition of the Dalai Lama’s position 25 2 prominent religious
figure and distioguished Nobel laureate”.

. The embassy made no commeat yesterdsy about Mr Keatlog's *
announcement. A receptionist said all officials wete attending a fuaction
‘oulside the embassy and could not be confacted.

. But the embassy, in a message to the Department of Foreign Affsirs
and Trade oa April 7, said the Dalai Lama was not sitaply a religious
figure, He was “eogaged in activities aimed at splitting China and
! undermining its national unity under the guise of religious activities”.

Sgdna-j Norri ﬁj Nera ln-{

-Snub to China as PM
“agrees to see Dalal Lama

' CANBERRA: The Prime Minister will ignore official Chinese’
‘displeasure snd will hold a private meeting on Friday with the
leader-Ein-exile of the Tibetan people, the Dalai Lama.

¥ (rganlsers of the Dalal Lama’s Australisn tour greeted the
announcement yesterday as “very exiting™.

" %1t's another indication thal the world is looking at Tibet and the
“situstion acing the Tibetans,” said Ms Lyo Russell, federal liaison
officer with the tour of the 14th Dalai E.ama snd natiopal director of the

0O TONY WRIGHT

pressurcs 10 yicld had been enror-
mous, The wemptation to conlorm
could be powerful but he had

- resisted, for rcasons he still won-
dered about.

“What st thay produces this
feeling in my heart that the whole
universe is based on the masl
profound principles which in
themselves represent a giant pari-
dox but which lor me inspsre a
continual sense of awe and rever-
enee’?”

Part of the answer lay in archi-
teciure and  landscaping,  the
atempt of those of past milleania
lo creale o harmonious syncrpy
with their surroundings rather
{han imposing themsclves upon
il. a5 modern lechaoiogy made all
lao possible.

The architeclure he hopes lo
sce taught and explored in the
nsttute “is not s¢ much a tradi-
tionu! archilogture, which resem-
bles ar apes the past, bus rather a
kind of architeciure whose forms,
plans and matcrials are based on
human fechng™.

e hoped it might become “a -

® Prince’ Charles: forging

architecture of 21st century
crucible where the architecture of
the 2151 century could he forged”.

The institute opens in October
with up o {00 students and will
occupy 1wo [9h century houses
overlooking Regenl's Park in
Londoa. AT

Dr Drian Huanson. archilectural
adviser 1o the prince and the
institute’s dirccior of studics, said
it would promole the sense of
building as a common ackivity.
Engineers. builders and craltsmen
would aisa be welcomed.

Christopher Lockwood

[ 6.5.92

|_Earth 2000-Rbq7 |
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Susi Hutchings is a Naturopath and Herbalist.

Y BR0 4357,

Mooy vl gl e e

She can be contacted on

b

NOBODY MOWHERE

By Donna Williams
Doubleday, $29.95, 196pp
ISBIN 38540298 8

Reviewed by ANNE DEVESON

B ELCOME to my world,”
é;; writes Donna Williams, in

the [niroduction to her auto-
biography, Neobody
Newherc.

Danna Witliams is autistic and her
world is strange and rcmote. The very
nature of aulism means that autistic
people cannot process information cor-
rectly. They are unable to make sease of
commusicitions {rom the outside world,
aad they cannot tell us about the terrory
ol their werld,

Often peeple with sulism find secu-
rity in_losing all sense of self. Donna
Williams writes that she evenfually
learned 1o fose herself in anything she
desired: “The paticrns on ihe wallpaper
or the carpet, the sound of something
over and over again, the repetitive
hollow sound I’d get from tapping my
chin. Even people became no groblem
«+. 1 could ook through thein until [
wasn'l there, and then, later, felbt that |
had Jost mysell in them,”

Dorna Williams was often dismissed
as morentc, mad, stupid, a weirdo or a
“redard™, Yel, as with other major
conditions affecting the braln, seem-
ingly strange behaviour becomes quite

~—loyical within the framework of their

disturbante. Il you have a broken
ankle, you limp; if you have a mind that
is receiving confusing messages, you
give confusing respunses,

For examplc, many children with
autism are echolalic — they echo things
that are said to them. Donnd Willizms
describes the annoyance of hearing 2
voice asklng, “What do you think you're
doing?” and stasing a necd to respond
without knowing how or why. So she
tepezts the guestion, “YWhat do you think
you're doing?”

[—

She would seck refuge in persoaalities
she invented (o help her deal with a
secmingly hostile world, Willic was =
pair of greem eyes under the bed who
Frightencd her, but who also kept the
cnemy at bay. Carol was a girl she |

once met in 8 park — Donoz became
Carol when she wanted to behave the way
she thought ordiazry girls might behave,

The condition of sutism Iy rare, bul!
troubling, Once — like schizophrenis —
it was considered to be caused by bad
parenting, and gricving and distreught
mothers were made wretched on the altar
of actiolsgy, Now we know i is due to
some abnotmality of brain Jevelopment,
occurring for & variety of reasons elther
betare birth or early in childhood. About
Tour children out of every 10,000 devclop
autism and most of these are male,

Autism'is believed 10 be unrelated to
schizophrenla, and it is also far less:
common {eac 25th as common), but for
me, with my memorics of living with

with schizophrenia, there are
sienilarities in some of the behaviours =
such as the rocking, the ritwalised
movements, the sell-destructive actions,
Yet these behaviours can be the conse-
quence of dreadlul terror, and this is
something we offea fajl to understand, !
Allowing privacy and space and respect-
Ing znather person’s world can bring its
own healing but there are other times

when, o5 Donaa Willlams says, “people
must fove you cnough (o declare war®,

I'made a documentary about autlsm in
the days when little was known of -the
conditien aad almost ne help was
available. We filined a seven-year-old
child, Annc, who was locked into her ewn
world, as if behind an impenetrable steed
wall. I have thought of this child many
limes since then, as well s the
desperation of her parents in trying to
reach her,

LATEST NEWS FROM QVERSEAS

e
L Cj . ) .
gifé A courageous pilgrimage into
. an 1interior world

Now, in Australia, our understanding
aid capacity to help people with autism
has Increased remarkably. To some
extent, we can cross Lhe ¢chasm inte their
strange and iselated worlds. But the
reason why Donna Williams’s story Is so
remarkable is because she uses her
Intelligence, persistence and formidable
courage to enter our world, She writes:
“The jump itsclf, through the darkness

" to the other side, was something I had 10

find the courage and ability to do on my
own. As much as one might want 1o, enc
cannot save another’s spirit, One can
taly inspire it to fight to save jtself,”

For me, some of the most brilliant
shifts that are occurring In the lives of

peaple with disabilities are those that
slein from their own courage and
bloody-minded persistence. It's as If
those who were the most shunned, the
most rejected, are moving in a strange
and wondrons pilgrimage, krecking on
1 our doors in a way that we can no longer
! ignare. Perhaps there Is some meaning in
this that i beyond the diag d
disability of those whom we have always
regarded as less forlunate. .

Each ol ws has our own interior.
worlds that can never be seen, never be
touched. As with Donna, our behaviour
is & maaifestation of personhood, that
miysterious meeting of the mind and
brain. Would thal we were all more
courageous and persistent in our will-
ingness to understand one another. We
have just as much to Icarn as those
whom we try to help. ’

There is somcthing mythic absut
Donaa Williams®s story, evea more
because it is beautifully written. 1t left .
me with & sense of wonder st the
resilieace nrd grace of the human spirit

Anne Deveson’s book on schizopkrent
Tell Me 'm Here, was published
November by Penguin,

Shri Mataji is due to leave Europe for the USA on the

15th of May.

She will be doing programmes in

California and New York and ‘will also hold a Puja in

New York.

Whilst on the subject of Pujas etc, Shri Mother said at
the Havan for Sahasrara Day that the names must be sung
{said) by everyone attending the Havan....otherwise

they are not effective!!

So it's not proper for someone

to read oyt the names and everyone to say "Om Swa Ha!"
Which means ..........we've all got to get familiar with

Sanskrit words,

Stephan. C;L
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Blessed
are the
prepared -

I An unholy row surrounds the
I proposed beatification of the
founder of the Catholic
Church’s Opus Det, write -
ABELA GOOCH in Madrid and -
ELIZABETH NASH in London.': .

[
T
WHETHER Monsignor Josemaria
Escriva de Balaguer, the founder of Opus
Dei, descrves 1o be canonised is debat-
i able. That he wantcd to be is not. “Make
carelul notes on"ail the details of my life:
lest the same thing happened 1o you as to
the Jesuits who naw regret not daing so
with Saint Ignatius of Loyola,” he told
his followers. He gathered relics :of
himsell and arranged for Opus Dei to

In Britain Opus Dei has been crilicised
for adopling authoritacian recruitment
and indoctrination methods comparable
to those of cults like the Scientologists or
the Moonies. Cardinal Basil Hume, the
Archbishop of Westminster and Catholic
Primaie of England, was sufficienty
alarmed by mounting complaints of
Cpus Dei abuses of individual liberty
and family unity to issue a numbser of
pastoral guidclines,

The altegations incleded taking
peaple as young as |6 without parental

i consent for retigious indectrination

buy the house where he was born and the

font at which he was baplised, -2

“He was & man preparing his vwn

canonisation,” says Michael Walsh, the
author of a book on the movement which
has organised the fasiest beatification
process in the history of the Church.
When the Pope declares Monsignor
Escriva “the Blessed Joscmaria™, making
him an object of veneration for *all
Catholics on May 17, he will be beating
the previous record of 24 years since the
person’s death by four years, <:d
“Unseemly haste®, the 1erm used by a
Tormer head of the Catholic Church in
Spain, Monsignor Tarancon, is not the
only accusation brought against Opus
Dei's activities. A former Opus 'Dei
member, Yiadimir Feltzman, has sug-
gested that Monsignor Escriva defended
Hitler. “He told me that Hitler had been
unjustly accused of killing six million
Jaws. In fact he had killed only four
millica,” Father Feltzman is quoted as
saying in this week's Mewsweek Father
Felizman also recalled that Monsignor
Escriva said thal Nazis were always
badly treated in films and could not have
been as bad as they were painted.!} -
Opus Dei says Father Feltzman's
view is “absolutcly false as well as
deeply offensive and dicectly contra-
dicted unanimously by atl the wit-
nesses™, 11 adds: *The decision reached
by the Holy See on the sainily nature of
the Venerable Escriva’s life and on the
proper composition of the procedure
by which it has been proved is not just
an opinion but certainty Founded on
icreflutable proof.™

Ak

and denying young people access'to
confessors and counsclloes cutside the

One hostite witness is Alberto Mon-
cada, a Spanish sociologist critical of
Opus Dei. *I think I was called simpiy
to readjust the balance a bit but none of
them seemed terribly interested in what
I was saying,” he says. Mr Walsh is

‘more blunt: *In books written by

movement, according to George Leon-

ard, who worked with Cardinal Hume
on the matter. “People wrote 1o the
cardinal ‘'with their criticisms,” Mon-
signor Leonard said last week. The
cardinal’'s guidelines, issued on Decem- -
ber 2, 1931, recommended that no-one
under 18 should be admitted to QOpus
Dei, that their families be thoroughly
consulted, that members should have
access Lo spiritual puides outside the
arder and that all Qpus initiatives be
clearty identified. .

There are claims that unfavourable
wilnesses have not been allowed to
125tify befare the teibunals which
examined Monsignor Escriva’s suit-
ability for sainthood, and that Opus
Dwi had orchestrated the proceedings,
using its own doctors 10 ralify the
necessary miracle. This speedy canon-
isation — bealification is the first step
towards sainthood for which a further
miracle is required — is the latest feat
of an organisation 1hat ¢ombines
reactionary doctrine with ruthless effi-
ciency to greal effect,

Opus Dei {(“the Work of God™) was
founded in Spain in 1928 by a group of
young men led by Monsignor Escriva
to light what they considered a wave of
“godiess” aparchy and socialism. In the
Civil War, Monsignor Escriva’s book
El Caminoe {The Road) encouraged -
those who saw Franco as the champion -
of a threatened Church, His doctrine of
flageilation harked back to the Middle
Agts. Members are encouraged Lo wear |
spiked thigh bracelets and whip them-
selves regulacly, and Monsignor
Escriva is revered lor having had a
blood-spattercd bathroom as a result of
his zeal, Franco's regime created a

climate in which Gpus Dei's etite of
- elerics and prominent lay people was o
flourish. Five of Franco's Cabinet -
ministers were Opus members, Mr
Walsh says. Opus's extreme conservat-
ism and militaristic style ran counter to
| the liberalising tendency in the Church
that led to the reforms of the Second
Vatican Council, but Opus continues to
" run universities and schools.

Opus Dei strongly counters criticism
of the beatification process: Monsignor
Escriva is the first person to be
considered under a new streamlined
procedure. It says it put forward the
names of hostile witnesses and their
writings to the tribunals.

members of Opus he [Escrival comes
across as an extraordinarily arrogant,
egotistical, unpleasant character. .His
views were dangerous and potentially
psychologically damaging.""y 550 -
Alter his death in 1975 thousands of
Tetters called for his canonisation. It is
supported by much of the Catholic
hierarchy and, of course, the Pope who
is unlikely between now and May to

change his mind,

The Independent, London '
Mike Steketee is on leave, -
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