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"Of course,
it's ugly -
everybody
looks ugly
this year!”

“Qysters followed by the pork. Pearls before swine.™

DON'T WORRY
EXCEPT ON WEDNESDAY

Here’s a way 10 deal with worry.
It works.
What you do is sel aside one day of the
week as a worry day.
Wednesday will do nicely.
Make yourself a worry box; anything will
do, a Cornflake box with a slit in the top.
As worries occur write them down and
put them in the worry box.
Then forgel them.
Wednesday arrives, you open the
box and read them all.
. The amazing thing is that most of the things
+ you were fretting over have seitled
* themselves or have been taken care of in
¢ some other way,
That leaves you only the important things
to worry about. And they Il probably have
gone by next Wednesday, Try it!
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 Contributions:
Sue Raggatt:  (02) 746 9144
Ariane Kaub:  (02)7986779
Carole McNeill:  (02) 560 6921
Fax: (02) 745 4562

meet together and celebmte Guru Puja.

to tidy the camp before we leave,

GURU PUJA 1992

The 18t & 1oth July brings the opportunity for the collective of Sahaja Yogis from N.S.W., to

The venue is Bundilla Scout Camp situated on three hectares of bnshln:_xd near Parramatta.. The
address is :- 6 Baden Powell Place Winston Hills.

The camp is available from 9am on Saturday méi‘ni.ng we can't arrive on Friday evening. We are
starting the weekend at 10am on Saturday with Meditation. The meals served will be from
Saturday lunch to Sunday's Lunch (Puja Meal). A music Programme will be held on Saturday
evening. The weekend will conclude approximately at 5pm on Sunday after Puja. We will need

The costs to follow cover accommodation, all food, Dakshina and hiring expenses. Due to our
“tight budget, we cannot offer concessions to people just coming for the days .

Adult Youth/Concession  Child
Student [Pensioner 3 to High School
Sydney 365 $40 310
Canberra $50 $40 $10
Wollongong 365 $40 310 N\
Blue Mountains 365 $40 $10 A
Central Coast 365 $40 310
Newcastle $62 340 $t0
Other NSW Areas $60 540 310
Interstate 345 335 $10
IMPORTANT

Becanse of limited beds (100) we ask everbody to bring camp style bedding similar to what you
would use on India tour. The beds are for our interstate guests who have had to travel great
distances to be with us, and those who need a bed because of health reasons.

All registrations

a late registration fee of $10 will be required after that date

Registration Forms will be sent to all Sahaja Yogis in N.S.W.
if you do not received one, please contact Stratfield Ashram
on 02 747-2820

should arrive before 27/6/92




Religion

Handmaid

More and more people around the world are worshipping Mary—;ﬁd
it’s led to a holy struggle over what she really stands for

By RICHARD N. OSTLING |

hen her womb was

touched by eternity 2,000

years ago, the Visgin Mary

of Nazareth uttered a pre-

diction; “All generations
will call me blessed.” Among all the wom-
enwho have ever lived, the mother of Jesus
Christ is the most celebrated, the most ven-
erated, the most portrayed, the most hon-
ored in the paming of girl babjes and
churehes. Even the Koran praises her ¢has-
tity and faith. Among Roman Catholics,
the Madonna is recognized not only as the
Mother of God but alse, according to mod-
ern Popes, as the Queen of the Universe,
Queen of Heaven, Seat of Wisdom and
even the Spouse of the Holy Spirit.

Mary may also be history’s most con-
troversial woman. For centuries Protes-
tanis have vehemently opposed herexalta-
tion; papal pronouncements concerning
her status have driven a wedge between the
Vatican and the Eastern Orthodox
Church. Conflict surrounds the notions
that she remained ever a virgin, that she as
well as Jesus was born withou! sin and that
ber sufferings a1 the Crucifixion were so
greal thal she participated with her son in
the redemption of humanity.

Yet even though the Madonna's pres-
ence has permeated the West for hundreds
of years, there is still room for wonder—now
perhaps more than ever. In an era when sci-
entists debate the causes of the birth of the
universe, both the adoration and the conflict
attending Mary have risen 1o extraordinary
levels. A grass-roots tevival of faith in the
Virgin is taking place worldwide. Millions of
worshippers are flocking to her shrines,
many of them young people. Even more re-
markable are the number of claimed sight-
ings of the Virgin, from Yugoslavia to Colo-
rado, in the past few years,

These apparitions frequently embar-
rass clerics who have downplayed her role

since the Second Vatican Council of 1952
65. “It's all the fashion," sniffs Father
Jacques Fournier of Paris, refiecting skep-
ticism about the populist wave of sightings.
The hierarchy is wary about mest of the re-
cent claims of miraculous appearances;
only seven Marian sightings in this century
have received official church blessing.
Church concem has served ta highlight

“The world will
recognize in due
time that the defeat
of communism
came at the
intercession of the
mother of Jesus.”

the most interesting aspect of the growing
popular veneration: the theological tug-of-
war taking place over Mary's image. Fermi-
nists, Yiberals and activists have stepped far-
ward with new imterpretations of the
Virgin’s life and works that challenge the no-
tion of her as a passive handmaid of God's
will and exemplar of some contested tradi-
tional family values, “Mary wants to get off
the pedestal,” says Kathy Denison, a former
nun and current dneg-and-alcobel counsel-
or in San Francisco. “She wants to be a vital
human being.”

Whether they hold to those views or
not, people the world over are traveiing
enormous distances to demonstrate in per-
son their veneration of the Madonna. The
late 20th century has become the age of the
Marian pilgrimage. Examples:

At Lourdes, the biggest of France’s 937
pilgrimage shrines, annual attendance in
the past two years has jumpad 10%, to 5.5
million. Many new visitors are East Euro-
peans, now free to express their beliefs and
to travel. Despite the inevitable attraction
of Lourdes for the ill and aged, one-tenth
of the faithful these days ace 25 or youager,
“We also have new kinds of pilgrimages,”
repors Loic Bondu, a spokesman at the
site. “They dance, they sing, they praise out
loud. They're more exuberant.”

In Knack, Ireland, where 15 people saw
the Virgin a century ago, the lings of the
faithful lengthened dramatically efter
Pope John Paul 11 paid a visit to the shrine
in 1979. Since then, attendance has dou-
bled, to 1.5 million people each year. To
handle the influx, 2 new international air-
port was opened at Knock in 1986,

At Fatima, Portugal, the shrine marking
the appearance of Mary before three chil-
dren in 1917 draws a steady 4.5 million pil-
grims a year from an ever widening array of
countrics. One milion devotees tumed oui
last May when John Paul made his second
visit.

h, 4

In Czest a, Poland, att at
the shrine of the Black Madonna has in-
creased to 5 million a year, rivaling Fatima
and Lourdes, since John Paul's visit in
1979, Last August the Pope spake there tw
1 million Catholic youths.

In Emmitsburg, Maryland, attendance
has doubled in the past year, to 500,000, at
one of the oldest of 43 major Marian site:
in the U.5., the National Shrine Grotto of
Qur Lady of Lourdes.

The boom at such long-established
sites is almost overshadowed by the cult o?
the Virgin that has developed through new
reponts of her personal appearances, maos!
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3t happened. Tn a sub-
i sequent visien, she di-
| weeted the Pope and
his bishops to conse-
crate Russia to her Immaculate Heart in
order te bring communism to a0 end,

i Foe Virgéee ire Prave
|
‘ According 10 Lucia, papal altempts 10
|
|
i

b Sussolerrata

carry out that conseeration failed in 1942,
52 and '82. fohn Paul finally carried out
Mary's directive correctly in 1984 —and the
very ekt year Mikhail Giorbachev's rise to
Cpower inaugurated The Soviel collapse.
" Suvs Futher Rober! Fox of the Fatim
* Family Shrine in Alexandria, South Dake-

a7 Fhe wordd will recognize in due time

intereession of the mothet of Jesus.”

some degree, that her popularity would
grow, What was far less predictable was the
outpouring of new interpretations of the
Virgin's message for believers. In his writ-
ings, the Pope has given a conservative tilt
ta the meaning of Mary's life. The Pontifi's
1988 apostolic letter Mudieris Dignitatem
(On the Dignity and Vocation of Women),
citing positions taken at Vatican 11, de-
clared that “the Biessed Virgin came first
as an eminent and singular exemplar of
both virginity and motherhood.” He ex-
tedled both states as ways women could
find their dignity.

John Paul’s traditionalist keanings find
their most pointed expression in the Pope's
continued Tefusal to consider the ordina-
tion of women as pricsts. The Vatican’s ar-
gument is that if Chyist had wanted women
priesis or bishops, Mary above all would
have become one. On the other hand., John
Paul does not argue that women must shun
careers just because Mary was a home-
body. Although the Pope Jauds Mary for
her submissiveness, it is in relation to God,
nol (0 male-dominated society,

But a much more aggressive view of
Mary is emerging from feminist circles
within the chitrch, emphasizing her zutgn-
omy, independence and earthiness. Old-
fashioned views of the Virgin, complains
Sister Elizabeth Johnson, a theology pro-
fessor at New York City's Fordham Uni-
versity, “make her appear above the carth,
remote and passive,” with “na sex and no
5as3.” She adds, “There's stili a strong ¢le-
ment of that in the present hierarchy.”

The revisionist views of the Madonna
claim her as an active heroine who was vari-
ously zn earth mother and a crusader for so-
cial justice. Mary, says Sister Lavinia Byme,
who works with non-Catholic groupsin Brit-
ain, stood by loyally during herson’s crucifix-
ion while all but one of his male disciples ran
away. Her agreement to bear the Son of
God, argues Ivone Leal of Portugal's Com-
mission on the Statusof Women, was the act
©of “a strong woman. She followed her son’s
adventurous life, which was known to be
doomed to failure, and alwzys sustained
him.” Says French writer Nicole Echivard:

Lhat the defeat of communism came at the |

With such & powerlul institutional :
presence behind Lhe effort 10 revive Many's
influence, it was to be expected, at least 1o -

HOILIITIOS WI0NvND s

MOTHER O BELIEVERS

The traditionat view is that 7--ary led a
periect life on earth and nows relgns as
Queen of Heaven. There she continues to
pray to help believers. Mary Is the most
powerful of the saints in Inlerceding with
God and dispensing gifts to i

“The Mother of God is the one from whom
women arc created in their preference for
love and forpeople, rather t; an for poweror
machinery, Mary is the mo.t liberated, the
most determined, the most sesponsible of all
mothers.”

Qthers emphasize the political <imen-
sion. “Mary stood up for the poor and op-
pressed,” says Sister Mary O'Driscoll, @
professor at the Dominican order's Angeli-
cum university in Rome. She and others
poinl out that in the Magniticat (Luke 1),

the pregnant Mary declared that God “has

put down the mighty from their thropes
and exalted thase of low degree; he has

filled the hungry with good things, and the |

rich he has sent empty away.”
The activist interpretations do not nec-
essarily run countet to Vatican teaching.

Modernists argue that the notion of Ibe
woman who was free of original sin an:
rulet as a heavenly monarch detaches
Mary too muchirom the rest of humanity.
She should be taken off her pedestal and
understood as a flesh-and-blood woman,

Backin 1974 Pope Paul VI portrayed Mary
as 2 “woman of strength who experienced
poverty and suffering, flight and exife.”
John Taul 1 Iyas said much the same thing,
refecring 10 Mary's “self-offering totality
of love; the strength that is capable of bear-
ing the greatest sorrows; limitless fidelity
and tireless devosion to work,”

Buzt some other views strike dangerous-
ly close to fundamental Catholic truths,
Armong them:

Virginal Conception. Th: Gospels of
Maithew and Luke state that Mary was a
virgin and that Jesus was conceived mirac-
ulously without a hunsan Father. This belief
is also included in the ancient creeds, and
traditional Christians insist upen it. Some
Iiberal Cathetic scholars, however, increas-

TIME, DECEMBER 30,1991
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Fhe Anninciation

<ula
spectacularly at by Leonardo du Vinei

Medjugorje, Yugo-
slavia. Before Yu-
goslavia’s civil war erupted and travel he-
came much more difficult last Sepreimber,
morc than 10 miltion pilgrims had flocked
to the mountain village since the appari-
tions began in 1981, Six young peasanls
there claim that the Virgin has been im-
parling messages cach evening for 10
years. Hundreds of ailments have been re-
ported cured during visits 10 the region
where the visitations take place. None of
them have been verified, however, by the
meticulous rules applied a1 Lourdes.

Paradoxically enaugh, the Medjugorje
apparitions are a headache for the local
Raman Catholic bishop, Pavae Zanic. He
flatly assetts that “the Madonna has never
said anything at Medjugorjé”"Our Lady,
he snaps, has been terned into "a tourist
attraction” and “a bank teller.” The Vati-
can has intervened 1o determine whether
Medjugorje is a fraud, Rome is officially
noncommital whike the case remains open
but advises bishops not to sponsor pilgrim-
ages (Q the site.

Less spectacular appearances by the
Virgin have atiracted streams of the faith-
ful in locales from Central America to the
Slavic steppes. In Nicaragua, President
Yioleta Barrios de Chamare is a strong
believer in a series of visitations by the Ma-
donna in the small town of Cuapa, where
Mary was witnessed by a church caretaker
several times from May through Qctober
of 1980. During a 1981 Mass celebrated at
the spot by the Archbishop of Managua,
with some 30,000 people in attendance, be-
lievers say the sun changed colors. In Hru-
shiw, Ukraine, tens of thousands of people
gathered in 1987 after a 12-year-old
cleimed to see the Madonna hovering over
a church that had been shut down by the
ruling communists,

‘When the ange! Gabriel brought the news of
God’s planfoer the birth of the Messiah, says
the Gospel of Luke, ihe young N:

[ERLTS TR AN

HANDMAID OF THE LORD

Mary's submlssion was te God alone, nol
to Joseph or ather male authority flgures,

glrl
said, “Letitbe." Her response thus
provides believers with the perfect model
of humility and submissiveness.

Mare recently, the Madonna has been
seen in the U.S. Devotees by the thousands
have been flocking to the Mother Cabrini
shrine near Denver, where Theresa Lopez,
30, says the Virgin has appeared ta her
four 1imes in the past seven weeks. Marian
apparitions were reported by parish coor-
dinator E¢ Molloy at $t, Dominic's Church
in Colfax, California, for 13 weeks in a row
last year, and there was a surprise reap-
pearance six weeks ago. In Our Lady of the
Pillar Church of Santa Ana, California,
Mary's image has been seen by Mexican
immigranr ltna Villegas on the mosaics
cach morning since Octobey, boosting at-
tendance at 7 am. Mass enormously, Says
Villegas: "Mary told me to talk to people
about it so Idid.”

This being the late 20th century, Amer-
icans participating in these epiphanies are
doing something aboul it: networking. Says
Mimi Kelly of Louisiana's Mir [Peace]
Group; "People tome back with a buming
desire 1o do something good for mankind.”
Some 300 groups of Medjugorje believers
exist acress the U.S,, publishing at least 30
newsletters 2nd holding a dozen confer-
ences a year. There are 70 telephone hot
lines that feature the Virgin's messages
from Yugaslavia: in Alabama dial moMm-
MARY. Over the past 16 months a Texas
foundation has put up 6,500 bitlboards in-
spired by Medjugorje. The huge signs say
the Virgin appeared *“to tell you God

lovesyou.”
No one can take more satisfaction in

inists argue. Cont ¥ women can
belnspired becauss Mary was a strong
person who acted Independently whan she
affirmed the course of her life,

the growth of faith in the Virgin—or feel
more unease 3t some of the pathways it has
taken—than John Paul Il Devotion to
Mary was ingrained in the Pope in his Pol-
ish homeland, where over the centuries the
Madonna has been hailed for tuming back
traops of the Muslim Turks, Swedish Lu-
therans and, in 1920, Soviet Bolsheviks.
The precious Black Madonna icon was a
mobilizing symbol for the country’s efferts
to throw off communism, and is stil] a uni-
fying image for the entire natjon,

When he was made a bishop in 1958,
John Paul emblazoned a golden M on his
coat of arms and chose as his Latie motto
“Toms Tins™ (All Yours)—referring to
Mary, not Christ. Ouce he put on St. Pe.
ter’s ring, John Faul made Mary’s unifying
power a centerpiece of his papal arsenal.
He has visited counticss Marian shrines
during his globe trotting, and invokes the
Madonna's aid in nearly every discourse
and prayer that he delivers. He firmly be-
lieves that her personal intercession spared
his life when he was shot at St Peter's
Square in Rome in 1983; the assassination
astempt occurred on May 13, the exact an-
niversary of the first Fitima apparition.

Moreover, John Paul is firmly con-
vinced, as are many others, that Mary
brought an end to communism throughout
Eurepe, His faith is rooted in the famed
prophecies of Mary at Fatima in 1917. Ac-
cording to Sister Lucta, one of the children
who clzaimed to see her, the Virgin predict-

ed the rise of Soviet totalitarianism before
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LADY OF SORROWS

Inthe past, Popes have deemed Mary's
maternal sufierings at the Crucifixion to be
50 proleund that she taok part with Jesus in
the mystery of salvation and that therefore
she should he recognized as the
Co-Redeemer of humanity.

ingly follow liberal Protestant thinkers and
doubt that ahis was literally troe, Father
Raymond Brown, the lcading U.S. Catho-
lic authority on the Bible, has declared the
issue “unresolved.” Jane Schaberg, who
chairs the religion department at the Uni-
versity of Detroit, goes further. She con-
tends, te teaditionulist scomn, that the un-
wed Mary was impregnated by a man other
than fiancé Joseph and that she was a liber-
ated woman who was “not identified or de-
stroyed by her relationship with men.”

Perpetual Virginity, A Catholic and Or-
thodox tradition 15 centuries old holds
that Mary was ever virgin, sneaning that
she and Joseph never had sex and that the
“brothets” of Jesus mentioned in the Bible
were cousins. This idea consolidated the
tradition of celibacy for priests and nuns,
Protestants reject the belief as antiseaual
and lacking in biblical support. Liberal
Catholic theologian Uta Ranke-Heine-
mann of Germany conteads that the no-
tion of a telibate clergy demeaned women
by robbing Mary of sexuality and normat
motherhood. This is, Ranke-Heinemann
declares, “a monstrous product of neurotic
sexual fantasy.” Responds a Vatican offi-
cial: “The church doesn't have problems
with sex. The world does.”

late Concepti This tenet

holds that Mary was conceived without

Catholicism now avoids the term
Co-Redeemer, which cilends other
churches. Feminists note that Mary stayed
by Jesus' sida at tho Crucilixion while male
distiptes fled, Liberalionists see her
sufferings in terms of political injustice.

original sin, The eoncept wis popular for
centuries bot was not delined as Catholic
dogma by the papacy until 1854, partly in
response to popular pressure stirred up by
Marian appariions. Unofficial belief adds
that Mary lived a pecfect life, Protestants
insist the Bible portravs Jusus as the only
sinless person. Marina Warner, author of
Alone of AllHer Sex: The Myth and Cult of
Hhe Virgin Mary, contends that Rome’s dog-
ma artifictally sets Mary apart from the rest
of the human ruce.

There is yet anather kind of rethinking
of Mary going on. Protestants see no bibli-
<cal basis for praying to her for favors, and
thev believe veneration of her can slide
into worship that is due to God alone.
They also reject the ilea that human be-
ings, Mary included, can contribute to hu-
manity’s salvation. Nonetheless, some
Protestants are softening aspects of their
hostility. Church of England theologian
John Macquarrie has proposed r=visions
of such dogmas as the Assemption of
Mary into heazven, which could then be
seen as a symbol of the redemption that
awaits all believers. Theologian Donald
Bloesch of the University of Dubuque in
fowa says fellow conservative Protestants
“need to see Mary as the pre-eminent
saint” and “‘the mother of the charch.”
Similar convergences will receive a thor-
ouph afring in February, when U.S. Cath-

Pieii y
Lianamai Betlin

olic and Lutheran nego-
lutars issuz an accord,
years in the making, on
Man's role.

The shiftin the debate over Mary rep-
resents i delayed backlash ag
fluence of the Second ¥
which made Mary emph
ate o her son in church e

an Council,

mgs. Prior

1o Vatican I, Popes had proviaimed Mary

the Co-Redeemer with Josus, During the

ainst the in- |

ally subordi- |

council, bishops were undet pressore feom
Dthe  faithful te ranty the oo

Redeemer doctrines insteat they it o

decrew on Mary ar all, Ronher she was in-

corponited ko the Comiitetion on e
Chrirch, o mose that placed the Virgin
wmong the commanity of beliovers in

Chiist rather than in anything resembling s

ca-equal pasition.

The effects of that downplaying have
rippled through the obscrvances of the
church to the point that Mary's statues
have been removed from some sanctuaries
and Catholic parishes have geadually re-
duced the traditional novenu devetions to
the Virgin, Jobn Paul clearly thinks the re-
consideration went toa far, and his fellow
venerators of Mary agree. in Eastern Eu-
tope, says Warsaw priest Reman Indrzeje-
zyk, enthusiasm for Mary is ao less than a
*“a reaction 10 the matter-of-fact retigious-
ness of the West.”

Behind Vatican IT's reconsideration of
the Virgin and some of the uneasiness ex-
pressed over her populist revival, say femi-
nists, is a concern over making Mary into a
competitive divinity, & tradiion commaon
to many of e pagan religions tat Chris-
tianity supcrseded. Remarks Warner:
“The great terror is that she will be wor-
shipped above her son.”

Even for feminists who bave no desire
1o go that far, the idea of a retumn, however
marginal, to that notion of supernatural
feminine power is alluring. Says Sandra
Schneiders, 2 professor at the Graduate
Theolegical Union in Berkeley, California
“There has been a stupendous upsurge in
goddess research and the feminine divinity
as an antecedent to the male god, It’s not
unrelated that the Virgin Mary's populari-
ty has also increased, Judee-Christianity
has been exclusively male, Jeaving a gap
that cries out for feminine divinity.™

It seems clear, though, that the world ts
crying out for many things from Mary, and
in some fashion is receiving them. Devoted
mother or militant, independent female or
suffering parent, she remains one of the
most compelling and evocative icons of
Westemn civilization. Renewed expressions
of her vitality and relevance are signs that
millions of people are still moved by her
mystery and comforted by the notion of her
caring. Whatever aspect of Mary they
choose to emphasize and embrace, those
who seek her out surely find something only
a holy mother can provide, —With reporting
by Hannsh Bloch/New York, Grog B
gorje, Robert T. Dinli/Rome, sod other bursan
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