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Sahaja Newsletter3
PERTH '

27 November 1942

GIRDGEGANNUP GRAND SPORTING AND
HOLIDAY CAMP

Kevin Fitzgerald has issued an open invitation to
all-Australian Sahaja Yogis, especially skilled
tradesmen, to attend the Ashram site at
Gidgegannup during December and January fora
tim-filled, exciting West Coast holiday.
ENTIRELY FREE accommodation,FREE
gourmet food FREE unlimited
sunscreen,swimming facilities, sailing, trout and
Murray Cod sports fishing (catch ‘em, chuck 'em
back style). Includes one night in Fremantle with
alt the pizza you can eat and unlimited cappucina
PLUS at no extra cost -UNLIMITED WORK
EXPERIENCE BYO hat.

This is your opportunity to hone your skills and
gain countless Punyas. Don't miss out. Places
lilhing fast,

Airline, boat, train and bus schedules available
[rom your local trave] agent. Free on-site parking
for Eastern States number piates. Ph (09) 370
+108. Ask for Kevin.

N.B.Locals also welcome.

Gidgegannupupdate:
First floor: going up
Stairs: going up
Walls: going up
Windows: going in.
Weekend workers: going up?

FPHINKING COLLECTIVELY is about others. Not
about ourselves. And if the recipe is right, others
will do the thinking about you. That's what it's afl
about - we have to learn 1o care for others as if
they are oursefves - and then it afl works out.
Because i everyone is thinking about everyone
else. then we can all be objective and
compassionate at the same time, knowing that we
can lose nothing by dotng so. From one of the
early Sahaja Yoga magazines, which also says

Take Shri_Mataji as vour guide.'
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Conftributions: T

Sue Raggatt: (02) 746 9144
Ariane Kaub:  (02)798 6779
Carole McNeill;  (02) 550 6921

DEGEMBER A9z Fax: (02) 745 4562
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§ -;{'\IL DREN'S
Q/HR}STMAS PARTY

11.00 am - 2.00 pm -
Saturday, 19th Decembeid
Waodstock Park

(located i Church Street
directly bebingd Burwood A.;.'imnd
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Please bring:-

3% Plate of foud

%t One present for your child/children
(With your ebild's name on it),

(T cover drinka o extras)

All Welcome
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The advent of the
GGod within

Modern science, based
on a mechanistic view of
how nature works, now
poses a grave danger to
both the natural
environment and the
future of humanity,
argues JOHN coBB. [t is
time, he says, for a
fundamental change.

N THE 16th and 17th centu-

ries, scientists were conscious

of beliefs that motivated their

work, These were teligious

beliefs, but they were not lor

that reasan irrational. Indeed,
they scemed to most people self-
evidenly true. They made sense of
human hfe and motivated the intensive
investigalion of nature.

Teday most branches of seience
proceed as if this were stll the case.
They treat the world as if it were
mechanistic, ruled by externaliy
imposed laws, even after a century of
cumulative ¢vidence that this is untrue,

This too, shows dependence on faith,
but this Faith is now an irzational one,
retiined chiefly by appeals te authority
und the refusal to allow questions to be
ruixed wilth regard to zssumptions. This
move from grounding science in
rational faith 1o sustaining it by
irrationut faith does enormous cuitural
and existential harm,

Is there an ulternative? Within bath
the scientific and the religious commu-
nities, there have been minofitics
seeking a new rationality. Despite their
laiture 10 gain a major hearing in cither
community, | believe a new sutional
faith is pow emerging, thut is. a
plausible view of reality that mukes
sense of lile und provides fruitlul
direction for scientifie investipation.

‘This emerging 20th-century world-
view proposes to replace the mechanis-
tic model of nature with an ecologicai-
orginismic vision, The units of this
model are events rather than sub-
slances.

Relations between cvents ure inter-
nal, that is, one event is constituted in
large part by its inclusion of previous
events within it. Yo understand what
such inclusion is like, one must refeet,
not on the visual data that played such
it farge role in shaping the mechanistie
waorld-view, but on the way what is seen
participates in shaping the experience
of seeing. Even briter, one can sitend to
the way one’s vxperience in one
moment flows inlo the next, constityg-
ing. in large part, the successor
experience

When relations are viewed in this
wiy, penerudfised rom human experi-
ence, there is no reason to deny il
action i & distance, [nstead of \he units
of nature being reparded as passive
objects moved by external forces afone,
they wre all seen as acts, in other words,
as having a principle of motion within
themiseives, In these ways, the contem.
porary evidence calls for a view mare
fike the alchemical one that was
defeated in the 17Tth cemury than the
mechanistic view that trinmphed over
1%

The rise ol natural science was
supported by a view that the regulari-
ties underlying the surlace irregularities
were exatct. The fuith that justilied this
wits in u God who imposed laws on the
world. This God was an external,
omnipatent, intelligent will, The
research proprams ultimately derived
from this fiith have proved immensely
fruitful.

Yet as these programs are pursued
further und further, the results do not
suppoar the assumptions. Liws mast be
understood as statisticul generslisations
about individual hehaviour that is not
exxctly predictable. Scientists lind
self-organising systems where they
expected machines.

This view of nature is a threat to the
supernaturalism that pictures God as
sovereign, all-determining will acting
on the world from without. 1t is not for
that reason less religious or spintuzl,
ndeed, alter centuries in which the
totalty profane spheee ol mechanisti-
cally governed matler has grown and
Tras delegitimated, or at tesst restricted,
religious beliel, a rewren 10 something
like the alchemical viston breathies fresh
life into the spiritual guest.

The divine Reality is now 10 be
found, not cutside the cosmos. bul
within every creature, enlivening,
empowering, and direeting. God is not
cantrolling in an external and deterni-
ative way, bus God s calling, liberat-
my, and combforting, 11 we read the
Jewish and Christinn seriptures from
this paist of view, mueh becomes real
and eredible that has been vncomlort-
ably feripn during the past three
centurie

The religious community is in a state
of confusion. Some cling 1o the deistic
and supernaturalist ways of thinking
that seerned the only alternatives lar
adapting beliel in God to the mechanis-
tic world-view, Many lind these images
of God incredibie iand oppressi
some are searching for other ima

BIRDWATCHING and PLANT SPOTTING

(

SYSNEY MORR . HerALD

SELT 1C, 19Ty,

Most scientists are convinced that as
lang as the matkematics based on (hese
{traditiona! mechanistic) models mukes
Truitlul predictions there is no reasen to
be concerned ubowt the incaherence wut
& conceptudl level. Each science, und
eiach subdivision within each science
cian develop its own models and
mathentatios according 1w its needs
without reference 10 how ather seiences
are developing. All that iv needed is
dbundonnment of the philosophicul
question as 1o how the results rekate to
some objective reality.

Nevertheless, this is not the whole
stery within science. Most schengists in
fuct do believe that they are learning
about the real world. Most of them now
are convinced that the real unmerse
really originated in a “Big Rang”
something like 18 billion years ago.
There s a strong deive towards u
coherent view of how this happened
and of the relution of the basiv forces
ong 10 another.

Thus Iur, the materialistic and
mechznistic models continue to func-
tion, even i net consistently or
helpfully, in dominant scientific
descriptions of reality,

Far these reasons the primary impact
of science on the dominant cuitural
mindser is 10 continus to support
materialistic and mechanistic view of
nature. This is taken lor granted. for
example, in economics, both in theory
and in practice, with disastrous results
for the natural environment and for the
human futare. 1tis just beginning to be
challenged in ethics and rheology.

The secondury impact is the support
of a mere thorovghgoing ireationalism.
Although in principle this secend
impact counters the first, in practice i1
does not do so. People cannst live
withaut working ideas of whal il is they
are gncountering in their worlds, They
have been taught for centurics thit
what thev encounter is mechanistic
mzcter. This view could be countered
only be offering another and better one
The rejection of realism discournges
any effort 1o find or explain an
improved world-view.

The third impact continues. Many
people by now have read that recent
developments in science point (o aew
wiys of thinking about the natura!
world. These tend to merge in an
ecelogical-organismic direction, A fow
members of the scientific and religious
communities work seriously to bring
this new vision to fruition for the
benefit of both and for the sake of
humanity us a whole, OQutside the
university and the prolessions they
have pained u consideruble hearing.

Ever thought about taking up these activities £for your next new

hobby?

Learning about the fabulous diversity ¢f life on this

planet really helps establish our leve for nature and respect

for Mother Earth.

Heresare the things vou will need:

1. Binoculars - compact ones are usually more expensive but

miach more convenient,

one set.,

For a family we suggest more than '
Look for secondhand sets in the camera stores. :

Factors to consider are light intensity and clarity of image. ‘
~ the best ones are Pizzey's "A Field Culde |

2, Bird Field Guide

to the Birdsof Australia® and Simpson and Day Field Guide.

About $30 each, We prefer Pizzey but sincegetting Simpsen and’

as a gift we use both as they have different approaches to ;
f£ield identificarioen, . . .
3., Plant Field Guide - A good one to start off with is "NAtive
Plants of the Sydney Région" by Baker Corringham and Dark.
Your local environment centre can probably recommend the best

guide for your area.

so avoid these if you can,

Hints

~ Join a local birdwatching ¢lub or environment group.
likerminded natura=lnvaers and learn a lnot from others.

will mae

Big books are not easy to carry aroung

Hare vou

Not all birdwatchers are eccentric (111) —-but it helps! !
— Plant lot of flowering native plants in
Birdfeeding trays are not recommended,

however if you are going to do it, make sure fruit and a good

the birds flock in.

mixture am> of greens as well as seed are provided.

bread and honeyi

— Enjoy yourself out in nature.
increase enjoymen® of bushwalking. )
staying quier and still more oftenas you notice more a?ound you. .
know how much you are enjoying yourself,
for you local area or each walk, |
observation skills, .and you'll get used
Don't worry if you can't o
Lists also help you learn

You kundalini will let you
- Start writing a bdirdlist
This will help improve you
to the names of birds more easaily.
identify every LBJ (Little Brown Job).
about the environments the
open woodland, rainforest,

Have fun!

from Helena and Graeme

birds live in e.g. water and werlands,
coastal heathland,

your garden and watch

Don't give

Birdwatching and plant knowledge
Soon you will find yourself

IT science is going shrough a mujor
change, il itis prepared 1o exchange the
irrational faith that has guided il n the
19th and 2{th centuries for a rationa!
one, then the question of “God and
Cosmps™ can be raised again at the
centre of the discussion rather than
the extreme periphery to which it has
been dismissed.

A number of scientists have been
impressed by the way in which
something like 2 “decision™ operated in
the origins of this universe (o generate 4
cosmos in which life and even human
life could later appear. There seems to
be no prior necessity that just this
selection among abstractly available
options be made, and many think that
something more than random chance
was a1 work. Something like the early
modern view of an external, intelligent
will, imposing & particular order on the
world in its origins seems Lo be puining
new currency.

However, if the major change
through which we are passing opens the
doar o new models and [rees us lrom
bondage to materialistic and mechanis-
tic ones. then & much more interaction-
ist way of thinking becomes poasihle.

Insteud of supposing that there was one
decision in the beginning und that ab
eise that has happened tollows deter-
ministic luws therein established, w2
can think of all the crestures a5 making
their own decisions as well. It i3 the
combined result of these decisions.

mtericting with e primordial one,
thut decides what actwatiy kippens m
tie world. The primordial decision
mitkes these cremturely devisi
ihle, Tt dogs nat o
world they wili <

The divine relity, God, does not
then extat in some externg! sphere
unitftected by the world. God interaets
with the cosmos, God portivipates in
forming the being and life of cach
crezture,

The life of each eresture then
participiies in Yorming the divine
Reality a3 welll By weakening the life
SYStenm ot this planet, human creatures
are impoveri-hing the lite of God. But
s thisal'a > 1 swivnee ! think so.
i can bring rity and the possibility
of mare coherence to svientific work. [t
can show the place of imposed law in
the physical world while reconciling
this with the mumy cises in which
Claws” dre no miore 1 stutistical
generalizvativny about the choices of
particular trpes of sures.

1t can encourige soientilic investiga-
tions that take into aceount the fnternal

3 on what
is ohjecuvely visible, It can encourape
the develapment of new models based
an the primucy of events and their
interreiations. Thoese are more likely to

© The divine Reality is
now to be found, not
outside the cosmos, but
within every creature,
enlivening, empowering,
and directing,

mirror the actusi world and thus to
facilitate moves towurds co-operation
amona the sciences and unification of
resufts.

Adepting a more appropeiate view of
God end the cosmos can also change
the role of science in socigty for the
better. 1t can end the tension between
the supposed determinism of science
and the freedom of scieatists,making
senie af the informed moral passion ol
many sclentist. It can remose seience
from 2 cause of lragmentation to
support for the holistic thinking needed
to respond to our global prablems. It
cin place science vreguisocally on the
side of those w o seek to he sensitive (o
the suffering of creatures rather than to
treat them as mere machines. And
above all it ¢an end the current
scientific support for isrationualism and
anti-rationalism,

It is lime For schence 1o free itself
from the vicrorious model of the | Tth
century while renswing the intellectual
creativity and daring that characterised
its Tz ip that period.

doitn Cohbr v Emeraus Professer at
the School of Fleatogy ar Cluremont
Coflege. Caltornia. This iy an edited
extraci of us 1992 Termplteon Lecrure 1o
B delivered tonishe av o free public
fecture at the Steahen Roberte Tireaire,
Svddaey Univeran, ae s pm

‘Day

rKT'les TiMECF YEAR | THINK,
LE S0P VT Asipe ALL OUR
Dirrenenies ADTRY T BE KIND

LA

WHAT ARE You, SOME KIND oF
FANATIC OR SOMETHING ?

SAINTS IN T+3 3007
Picture if you can,Cool Ocean breezes, the beach within 10 minutes
from anywhere in the district, white sands and pleasant footsocaks,
The diatrict is ready for more saints to come to the St George Ares
to set up an Ashram.

People at the Body Mind & Soul Exhibition found that there were many
people who were Seekers in the Scuthern Districta of Sydney, yet there
iz not an Ashram south of Strathfield in the Meitreopolitan Area. Ve
aTe veTy close to the Airpert - ien minutes! Trere are many suitable
homes to rent, plus good transport. Burwoed is 29 minutes away.

There are many major shopping centres from Rockdale to ¥iranda.
Seekers have been in contact from as far down as the Royal Bational
Park and Cronulla. There are advanced Hospitals ( should you need
them)and many, many more features,

WORDS CANROT CONVINCE PEOPLE - Xaybe if we put our attention on this
area of poasibilities we will snd up with hoards of people setting
up SAEAJA YOCA ashrame in the South..

(Programmes ares keld Monday evenings at Monterey - but an Aghram or
two would help establish Sahaja Yoga in the South.)
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