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Guru Puja - 1994

Four of us drive down 1o Caballa to attond what is reporlediy guing to be a very significant Guru
Puja on the 24th July.
- ' % * *

As the Friday moves on after our arrival; the squars starts to fill up with cars and people. The
castle, of course, remains the focus of the gathering during the weskend, and as the people
arrive In more and more numbers, the pligrimage up the vary very staep roads 10 the castle
and Its surrounds (which is where two of the sleeplng pendals are located) increases steadily.
What strikes the visltor is the contrast between the constant activity which Is geing on {and at
its peak this weekend there were probably soma 2000 Yogis from around the world here) and
the overriding air of calm that pervades the whola viliage. The merchants themselves become
more shiny faced as the weekend rolls ¢n, and some of them even maka the effort to come to
the music program on the Friday and or Saturday. -

* W *

The weekend scema a haphazard affalr ("where's registration...?" "Oh, over there somewhere...")
and informailon about the itinerary seems to arrives so gently as to be unoticeable...somewhera
as if on tha wings of tha collective consclousness, you know that the evening music program
will begin ..."around about 8 or 8 o'clock...” and you adjust your thythm accordingly. Somahow,
no matiar where you are, or where bound, you bacome aware that dinner is belng served up at
the pendal. There are no signs, no meetings, no orders...Just calm. We entar Cabetla, a'nd we
anter a timeless bubble, wherein all of our regds are catered lor, ail we have 1o do Is reldx and
tet the flow take us 10 our Spirit. :

. * w a3

The Fridzy evening progrem !s Baba Mama with the by now legandary Nirmal Sanghest Saraeta.
Bhajans al their finest. Clap, clap for alf your warth,..you must contribute to the vibrations, you
must releasa this joy from inside yoursell. The end of the program comas with astonishing
rapldity and yet it Is nearly 4 o'clock in the morning, Shr Mataji talks 1o us’at the end, explaining
that Jupiter represents the vold, and that the impacts by the Shoemaker-Levy comel represent

a sort of cosmic conflict which Is very significant for SY and for the wortd. Dharma will triumph
against adharma. Letur the next day ! learn from an Austrian Yogini that Shri Mataji had earlier
repeated thia assertion, that the impacts symbolised the conversion of negativity into positive
force in the universe. :

* * * :

Tho unconscious stire. The Saturday evening program will be around 7.00pm and will include
Nishal Khan on Sithar. Mmmmm! Adjust rhythm accordingly. Maybe some sleap lo prepare,
for it could be a late night again, The village is just about full now. The avening program sees
the new larger pendal almost packed o capacity. The ltallans are host and so we are treated to
some delightfui dance, music and a moving play on Shri Shivaji and Shel Ram Das as a prelude
to the main entertainmant of thé evening. We have become a little blase about how international
SY s, but watching a beautiful llitle dance by three lranian Yoginis brings home how lucky we
are, and just how wide our reach is becoming.

Nishat Khan Ig in inspired form playing in front of shri Matajl, and manages lo continue playing
for a solid four hours. Shri Mataji takes pity on him at the end of the parformance and brings
him down off stage to examing and treat his poor fingars. Lucky Nishat. After Shii Matzji leaves
wa retrace our tracks up to the roof of the world, this time at nearly five In the morning. Sleep,
who needs it? :

# x * *

Puja day dawns. Always a special kind of day for me. As litte talk as possible, just & serene
. sense of ceremony guiding ma through the preparations of the day.

Shrl Mataji arrives and the speech leaves the 2000 ¢r 50 atlendges completely and utterly silent
with Attention. The Guru lalks to her children with such power and authority that we are unable o
mave a musele. The Dharma of a4 Sahaja Yogl, the generosity of a Yogi; how we should become
the witness and combing conce with detachment. These are all topics that have been covered
bafore, but this fime we had the feeling that somathing extra was happening. The situation
{maybe one of the last Pujas In this village for some time) the cosmos . . (= the planet ot
the Guru, and the comet) and the totally definite tone of the words of Shri Mataji - something Is
happening, something significant is happening, and itis happening Now! The Guru was telling
ys something, could we hear 17 Others will relay more and better the actual words which we
heard, | can only recall the tone, the Autherity. | have no doubt now that the Ark has started the
vayage.

Tho Puja ended with a slide show which matched the mood - power and authority, after which Shri
Mataji laft. Wa retired 10 sleep almost where we stood In the pandal at five thirty in the morning.
The journay home o the UK the next day was conducled In the vibrations of the power and the
compasslon of the Guru and { ¢limbed into bed in London at four thirty on Tuesday morning.

Nigai
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NEWS FROM HAWAII

Aloha Everyone,

Just a few lines to tell everybody what's happening
in Paradise. We have just started our second course at the
University and the response has been very good with good quality
seekers. We also have people coming to the house for meditation
after they had watched Sri Mataji's tape on cable TV station.

We need everyonesdesiresand bandhans please to make it work. We
also have a spare bedroom and visitors would be very welcome.

Love from Alan and Prerna 24/7/94

ROOM..MOST OF THOSE PLANETS
AND STARS ARE (WY 700 BiG!

B THE WHOLE soLARSwsTEN IR
| NEEDS READJUSTING.. AR
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News from England,

- -

The six meetings following on from the Albert Hall Programs are into their last wank now.
We think we have around 150 to 200 people still attending them efter the six weeks (I say
think because soiite niiws vut 8 week or two because of holidays etc). So this is interesting
because it has not happened before over here. This week's meeting will feature the full
unexpurgated version of the Story of Evolution as the introduction to the Discovery (lourse
{our advanced courae). Figured it 'was a more suitable place for a tape of such brilliance.

Now you must underytund, that we have been very careful to say as little as possible to the
newcomers here. We did not give out the photo until week three] We have introduced them
to their subtle system (I will try and get you the course material via Meredith when she
returng ), affirmations, balancing, footscaking and that's about it. We've been very up front
about it with them and told them that we're trying a new tactic of not giving them too much
at once...ons simple technique to help them meditate per week.

The Discovery course will be the traditional Chakra course, although even here, we will be
gareful (I hope) to make the meetings dynamic rather than passive. What I mean by that is
that we found a very interesting thing over here. We did not do the traditional workshops
over here. Workshops were introduced in Week Four (I think). The object was to let their
Kundelini have a chance to settle in before starting on the weird arm waving stuif, Also the
workehops were conducted by themselves. No Yogis worked on them. They loved it. They
seem to relish feeling part of the process of their own growth by doing their own workshops
on each other (we get them to pair up) end it also breaks the ice. Anyway we wers ell
amazed by this here.

So¢ we will continue this tradition in the two 7 week Discovery courses which will start 1st

August. What we might do though is introduce more power into the workshops with candles

ete. We'll see. The object is to keep the atmosphere of the intro course, but to give a more

’[Il; de}ll:thhlgok at the important spiritual content of authentic Yoga. Help them Discover’ the
uth, 8 '

Tickets are available from Susi. .Hutchings and Anna Pogts at’
the Burwood Centre. Prices are $15.00 for one or $i5.0 for tw.
Names for the tour have to be forw§rded earlier this year, so

there's not much time left to put in for the raffle.

We have just started the registration for the next course, end we hop_e to'have 50 to 109
for this next 7 weeks spread across two meetings. We're all quite enjoying it over here, It's
changed the old ones say. The new geekers seem to be much more..... “sensible” seems to be
{he common word. We have done all the handouts to the same design style so that they look
a little more profesaional than random pieces of photocopy paper with info on thgm and we
each of ug has to photocopy our own meetings worth as we go. Oh the c_rth;r thing is thet .
we're now trying to decide whether to rerun the Foundation courses again in t'.ne standard
meetings (although meybe a bit shorter). We'll have a meeting about that this Thursday
hopefuily.

Tav Nige



