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INDIA SCHOOL REPORT
Travelling to Dharam Sala
By now, most will have
received their forms for the

details required for the
" group travel to India.

If you have not received the
latter & form, please contact
Rob Richardson on

(02) 745 2996 as a matter of
urgency. We need completed
forms and $200 deposit by
Friday -17th Fab.

Anticipated date of travel is
Tues 28 March.

Any adults who would like to
be escorts/minders to help
get the students to school,
are urgently required. The
job of escort is rather
taxing, but very rewarding.

Bonuses for escorts are:

1. Gat to visit the

school

2. You are not
required to return to
Australia straight away.
You may stay over in India
{although not at the
school) or have a ticket
onto Europe with a 90 day
validity on your ticket.

Escorts/minders need to fill
out the form and provide
$200 deposit by 17th Feb
also.

More news when we finalise an
airline and date.

Regards Rob Richardson
John Brownscombe
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Contributions:

'Carole McNeill: {02) 560 6921 Phone & FAX
Efrem Manassey '(02) 560 4134

Burwood Fax. - (02) 745 4927

SRI MATAJI'S TRAVEL DATES

AIRLINE FLT DATE FROM TO DEPT ARR
QBNTAS 28 12 Feb  H/KONG SYD 2030 0810
QANTAS 425 19 Feb SYD MELB 1230 1320
QANTAS 424 21 Feb MELB SYD.. 1100 1215
QANTAS 21 28 Fab sSYD TOKYO 2230 0610
CATHAY -501 2 Mar TOKYO H/KONG 12357 1445
PACIFIC

CHINA AIR 606 6 Mar ~ ' H/KONG TAIPETY 1250 1420
CHINA ATIR 631 10 Mar  TAIPEI K/LUMPUR 0710 1350
THAI 416 14 Mar K/LUMPUR BANGKOK 1250 1345
MALAYSTAN

THAI 914 17 Mar BAN.GKOK DELHI 0005 0245




| Religioﬁs Revival of the Third

Millennium

The third millennium is likely to be character-
ised by a continuing—it is already well established
—international resurgence in religious and spiri-
tual movements, both traditional and new.

The effect of the millennium itself, the magic
year 2000, is working strongly on the imaginations
of many people of all religious persuasions. Predic-
tions about what may happen run from
fundamentalist Christian apocalyptic visions to
New Age notions of space ships arriving to rescue

the chosen ones before the final armageddon.

These extremes are reflections of a much more
common trend—the search for spiritual fulfilment
which has not been provided by modern life or -
material wealth. Catering to this deep need is going
to be big business.

This megatrend parallels the upsurge of interest
in the arts. It reflects the widespread alienation
from science and high technology and a feeling that
they have failed in their promise to deliver all 'the
answers'.

In fact, science is not there to tell the meaning
of life. Such things are sought spiritually and
through arts and literature.

Spirituality, yes. Church, no.
Mainstream religions in Western countries con-

tinue to decline. This is the common consequence -

of periods of rapid change. In the stable and pros-
perous 50s and 60s, the churches were stable. In
the accelerating and revolutionary 90s, people are
turning to fundamentalism or charismatic TV
preachers or New Age healers.

America has in excess of 4 million Moslems and
from 3 to 5 million Buddhists. Centres offering
yoga, meditation, iridology, homoeopathy and a
dozen other disciplines and alternative forms of
health treatment are flourishing.

Before several public disgraces, TV evangelists
in the USA had tapped the business potential of
the medium and modern telecommunications to
an extent that put many corporations to shame.

In North America, over 90 new religious
denominations have been put together almost
solely by telemarketing, ,

Before his 'fall’, Jimmy Swaggart's show went out
to 140 countries in 15 languages every week. Jim
and Tammy Baker's PLT cable network went to 12
million households. Jerry Falwell made US$91 mil-
lion in 1987 from his TV show alone.

The Millennial Consumer

Fundamentalists and New Agers share one thing
in common. They can't get enough books, tapes,
music and videos about their new-found inner life.
As a market they are enormous and growing.

* In the US, 60 million adults describe themselves
as 'born again Christians'. Religious book sales in
1987 were US$1.5 billion. The total market for all
iassociated 'Christian products' is closer to $3 bil-
ion.

* The 'Sacred Melody Centre' in New York is a
12,000 square foot 'Christian store' selling all man-
ner of religious paraphernalia. Sales are worth over
US$1.6 million a year. Hanna-Barbera's biblical
cartoon videos sold over a million copies—for $20
million revenue—within 12 months of release.

Marketing to the New Age

Self described new agers number between 10
and 20 million in the USA. In percentage terms
they are a small group. However, they are 95% ter-
tiary educated with average household incomes
around US$50,000. They have money and they
don't mind spending it.

l; O;:e shop in Los Angeles stocks 30,000 New Age
ooks.

* Huge US book distributor Ingram Book Com-

pany, brought out a New Age catalogue of 2,000

titles and increased sales 20% in 6 months.

%“@3 pieces of rock taken by visitors
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The Sydney Morning Herald

laims

its 26th
victi

.The death of another tour-
ist climbing Uluru yesterday
prompted an Aboriginal
leader to remind visitors that
traditional owners preferred
that the rock was not climbed.

The 52-year-old NSW man
died — apparently from a heart
attack - after turning back
from the steep section of the
climb where a chain is pro-
vided for climbers.
. He became the 26th
recorded person to die while
climbing Uluru. Several have

fallen from the rock to their
deaths. ‘

The chairman of the joint
board of management of
Uluru Kata Tjuta (The Olgas)
National Park, Mr Yami Les-
ter, said traditional owners:
preferred that visitors enjoyed’
other aspects of the rock,

“We would like people to:
walk arcund the base of the
rock, or to take part in some of-
the guided tours by Aberiginal °
rangers,” Mr Lester said.

“More and more visitors are
choosing not to climb the rock
because they want to respect
the wishes of the traditional
Aboriginzal owners.”

The park’s acting manager,
Ms Caralyn Dean, agreed that
many of the “more sensitive”
visitors did not feel the need to
conguer the rock.

“In the past, we found some
people climbed the rock, then
fearnt that Aborigines pre-
ferred visitors not to do so, and
they became very upset about
it,” she said. :

“Now the information is
more readily available and
they can make that choice.”

Mr Lester said the greater

>

25

5 understanding of Uluru’s sig-
C,}L nificance was demonstrated by

the continuing return of
so-called “bad luck rocks” -

from ‘Uluru ~then" later
returned. :

Some visitors have reported
a run of bad luck after taking
the rocks from Uluru.
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FACTS ABOUT PLASTIC

* Each ycar consumers take about 300,000,000 plastic ‘
shopping bags from Coles Myecr Stores alone.

The average smaller Shop gives away approximatcly
25-50,000 bags nnnually.

" Austalians throw away 900,000,000 plastic food

containers per year,

About 65 kilos of plastic is manufactured per ycar {or
cvery Australian,

About 30% of all plastic produced is used once for
packaging and hen thrown away.

Currently only 0.5% of plastic is being tecycled.
Plastic accounted for 42% of the waste collected from

and around Sydney Harbour during the annual Clean Up
The Harbour Day.

0 d X A X X

There are around 46,000 picces of plastic fleating in
cach square mile of our occans. Plastic waslc kilis
up to 1,000,000 scabirds, 100,000 sea mammals and
countless fish cach ycar.

p

Plastic bags aren't free, They incroase your grocery
bill. They cost you money for their disposal in the form
of council ratcs,

o

Plastics arc estimated 1o account for 15% by volume of
houschold garbage & will last for thousands of years in
our mpidly diminishing land fills.
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- Jim McCu—:un
I’stimeto .

John Paul 117 Since he was last here in 1986,
W the percentage’of practising Catholicsin
Australia which had already fallen to 25 per -
cent — compared with 60 per cent in the early *6(s
~ hassince declined to 20 per cent in major =
metropolitan dioceses and 10 per centina few '
o_thers o S ’
My authority for those factsisMr B.A, - © 73
Santamarta in his weekly column in The Weekend =

: S HOULDN'T the Catholic Church sack Pope

+

. Australiam of January 21-22, He added:; “More’

than 90 per cent of students in Cathollc schools give
up the practice of their faith within 12 monthsof *
leaving school. Almost all of the religious orders are
dying — not least that established by the beautiful.
Mother Mary MacKillop — while the majorityof .
seminarics appear {o be on their last legs, noris ;-
there much doubt about the reasons.” - ot
Despite this gloomy auditor’s report, Me =~ . -
Santamaria, for his odd personal reasons, regards -
the present Pope “as one of a handful of the . :
greatest Popes in history™, One can imagine what .
the sharcholders of a public company would do toa.
chief exccutive officer who turned in a record like .
that! If he showed up at an annuai general meeting, |
far from being rapturously received as the ponliﬂ{.
was at Randwick racecourse, he would be more
likely to be lynched. : ‘ ) L
The financial pages of the media almost daily
report cases of chiefl executive officers being given
the Fo_lden handshake and their marching orders .
for failure to perform, as disclosed in their = .
company's annual balance sheets. What further |,
evidence does the Catholic Church need that ..
something is wrong at the top? Yet, though for
health reasons the present Pope’s tenure is not likeh
to last much jonger than Deng’s in Communist
China, the chance of a change of direction scems -
cqually unlikely in each case. Just as Deng's i
successors offer more of the same, the Pope has ~ *
stacked the college of cardinals, who will clect his
successor, with clones of his conservative self. -

To the problems of the Catholic Church ’
lamented by Mr Santamaria should be added the -
mounting disclosures of abuse of children entrusicd
to the care of its teaching ordersall over the world,

“The lesson to be drawn from this is surcly that -

celibacy imposes a sexual strain which can turn its

devotées into menaces to the children whom - - -
parents have entrusted to them, Surcly the answer is
cqually obvious: abolish the rule of celibacy for the

‘teaching orders.

Might not the Church’s insistence on priestly - .
celibacy also have something to do with the fact that
“the ma‘j‘orily,of seminaries appear to be on their

| lastiegs™, as Mr Santamaria bewails? Isnotthe- -

shortage of male ptiests also an argument for the .-

ailing company which'was as blind to'the causes of"'
its ill health as those who run the Catholic Church
would get short shrift from its flock. Might not this

-+ There are probably more doomsayers around
today than al any time in human history. The' |
greenhouse effect, the plundering of the world's - -
Torests, the inability of all governments to solve the:
problem of unemployment are just some of the
causes of their despair, But greater thanany of - -
these menaces is the threat of unsustainabie : & .
over-population of the globe. Even the drastic.  +
measures taken by the Chinese authorities to limit .
families to one child are evidently not working to
achicve their objective.. S o
‘The reiteration by the Pope of the Church’s -, |
anti-social anathema on contraception, in my view,
amounts to an offence against humanity. Ifhis .,
teaching on this subject were universally obeyed, .

_world misery would be multiplied beyond

imagination. Fortunately, the uvcrwhelmjnfsigp?. ‘
are that even people who continue (o regar ’
themselves as practising Catholics are defying the: -
papal ukascin droves, : i

ordination of women? The board of directorsof an |

- blindness have something to' do' with the reason why
. 5o many Catholics are dropping out?” - - - ;




